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Floodplains by Design 
Backbone/Staffing Update 
Happy fall! We are pleased to share a 
status update regarding the transition of 
staff support to the Floodplains by Design 
(FbD) program. Effective October 1, 2021, 
Bonneville Environmental Foundation (BEF), 
in partnership with American Rivers, formally 
took on primary staffing leadership of the 
 














The Downey Farmstead Restoration

Fall City Floodplain Restoration Pre-Implementation Tour, September 2021
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summer with	each	other	and	a	number	of	FbD	partners,	
to	coordinate	and	establish	initial	priorities.	Bob	
Whitener	continues	to	play	the	important	role	of	Tribal	
Liaison	and	BEF	is	currently	in	the	midst	of	a	hiring	
process	to	bring	in	another	key	addition	to	our	team.	
Sara	Jo	Breslow	continues	to	be	contracted	by	TNC	to	
support	Research	and	Monitoring	work	and	we	will	
determine	next	steps	later	in	the	fall.	

Building on what we have learned and heard, our 
overarching goals as supporters of the FbD network 
and partners are to: 

1.	advance actions that help simplify processes, reduce 
unnecessary administrative and other burdens to 
maximize the public benefits of integrated floodplain 
management actions and increase inclusivity; 

2.	increase funding available for integrated floodplain 
management actions, including agricultural, tribal and
conservation needs; 

3.	support regional and local capacity to implement 
integrated floodplain management projects in ways
that meet local needs and priorities. 

As we build out our team and as key program elements are transitioned to 
BEF, biennial work for each action group is underway or will be fully taken 
on by the BEF/American Rivers team in the coming six months as follows:

WORKPLANS AND TRANSITION TIMELINES

We will continue to provide staffing and transition updates in the coming year and are grateful to be 
working with you all. We are keen to meet you in the field as situations allow and please reach out 
to us if there is an opportunity to visit you and the locations that most matter to you. 

October November December January February
Steering/Strategy and Operations Meetings

Funding and Policy Action Group

Website	and Communications Transition (est.)

Culture and Capacity Action Group Workplan

Monitoring and Research

Steigerwald Breach to Columbia.



3Floodplains by Design Newsletter | Oct/Nov 2021

Floodplains by Design (FbD) 
23-25 Funding Cycle Timeline—Final
Date: 10/15/2021

Date
Program Milestones  
and Expectations

November 1, 2021 Request for proposal (RFP) 
released and pre-application cycle 
begins. Pre-app form available on 
Ecology website. Submittal details 
provided.

November 15, 2021 FbD applicants virtual workshop, 
details provided in RFP and at 
Ecology FbD website.

Early December Project Presentations format is 
available on Ecology FbD website.

January 14, 2022 Pre-applications are due 
to Ecology.

January 31, 2022 Ecology announces pre-
application review results. 
Approved pre-applicants are 
invited to give Presentations in 
February 2022.

February 14-18, 2022 Applicants will give presentations 
of their projects to the Review 
Team.  Feedback will occur in real 
time. Expect all of the full review 
team to attend.  

March 15, 2022 EAGL grant application opens at 
8:00 a.m.

April 29, 2022 EAGL grant application closes 
at 5:00 p.m.

Date
Program Milestones  
and Expectations

May 3 thru  
June 17, 2022

Application Evaluation and scoring 
period.

June 20 thru July 29 Internal applications score 
reviews, ranking process, and 
budget development.

August 1, 2022 Final ranked list is provided to 
pertinent agencies, applicants 
and released to the public.

~April 21, 2023 Legislature makes the final 
funding decision. (2023 Regular 
Session; scheduled to be a 100-day 
session).

~May 15, 2023 FbD Policy and Grant Program 
Coordinator sends applicants a 
funding decision notice.

~June 15, 2023 SEA Program Manager sends 
award letters to applicants, 
identifying Ecology’s Project 
Manager (PM) and Financial 
Manager (FM).

June –  
December 2023

PM and FM work with applicants to 
develop agreements.

July 1, 2023 or 
thereafter

Projected start date for funded 
project agreements.

Important timeline updates  
from the Department of Ecology:
Did you know that timelines are changing for the next Floodplains 
by Design Funding Cycle? These changes are a response to 
timeline updates at Ecology that now require the FbD program  
to complete the application cycle by July of each year. 
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Flood Control Assistance Account 
Program (FCAAP) Update
The application deadline for the Flood Control Assistance 
Account Program (FCAAP) planning grants was September 
30, 2021. This program provides funding to write 
Comprehensive Flood Hazard Management Plans, and 
studies that support those plans. Ecology received ten 
applications requesting about $1.7 million in grants. 
Ecology has approximately $1.5 million to award, so 
it is anticipated that all funding will be obligated. The 

evaluation and scoring process is currently underway, and 
will conclude in late October. Funding offer letters will be 
sent in early November, and the proposed funding list will 
be posted on Ecology’s FCAAP website. Grant agreements 
will be negotiated in November 2021, and the grant-
funded scope of work must be completed by June 30, 
2023. If you have any questions contact Scott McKinney, 
FCAAP Fund Coordinator, at scott.mckinney@ecy.wa.gov

Lower Russell Levee setback

https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Payments-contracts-grants/Grants-loans/Find-a-grant-or-loan/Flood-control-assistance
mailto:scott.mckinney%40ecy.wa.gov?subject=
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STEIGERWALD BY THE NUMBERS:

>$6 
Leveraged 
For Every 
FbD Dollar 

503 
Family 
Wage Jobs 

965 
Acres of 
Floodplain 
Reconnected

•	 0.5 miles of riprap removed

•	 1.6 million Cubic Yards of soil moved to reconnect
the floodplain and build the new setback levees

•	 1.6 miles of setback levee constructed

•	 2 PIT detection arrays installed to track fish 
movement into and out of the site (FYI these will be 
installed in 2022)

•	 3.1 miles of trail constructed

•	 9 years from idea to reality

•	 43 pieces of large equipment (excavators,
bulldozers, off road haul trucks, scrapers, 
compactors, loaders, etc.)

•	 58 local businesses engaged (54 Rotschy subs/
suppliers, along with four design team firms)

•	 115 acres of created/enhanced wetland

•	 124 acres of industrial land removed from the 
FEMA-mapped floodplain (including a WWTP)

•	 249 acres of riparian forest re-established

•	 300 Coho salvaged from Gibbons Creek prior to 
dewatering/construction

•	 2,280 logs placed for fish and wildlife habitat

•	 45,000 lamprey salvaged from Gibbons Creek
prior to dewatering/construction

•	 535,000 native trees and shrubs planted

“The project has been a true partnership. It has 
taken the sustained effort of over 10 agencies 
to pull this off, including the Floodplains by 
Design program. Without their investment, 
we wouldn’t have been able to re-establish 
250 acres of riparian forest, reduce flood risk 
to State Route 14, or place over 2,000 pieces 
of large woody debris. Those elements of the 
project are critical to its success.”
Chris Collins, Project Manager for the Lower 
Columbia Estuary Partnership

“We have been a lead partner in this project 
since its inception and are thrilled to see it 
wrap up! Not only does it add one mile of new 
trail to the local network, it also reduces the 
Port’s operations and maintenance costs and 
nearly eliminates flood risk to our Industrial 
Park, which is the economic engine for the 
local community.”
David Ripp, CEO of the Port of Camas-Washougal

“This partnership is a huge win for the local 
community, and it helps the USFWS realize 
a long-term vision for the Steigerwald Lake 
Refuge – an urban refuge that will now 
provide some of the best hiking and birding 
opportunities in the region.”
Juliette Fernandez, Project Leader for the USFWS 
Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge Complex

Interested in sharing information about 
your project in a future newsletter? 
Contact Hannah at hbuehler@b-e-f.org

Want to see 
more? 
Take a tour. 

By the 
Numbers
Large integrated 
floodplain management 
efforts take significant 
time and effort and 
can deliver impressive 
benefits, but sometimes 
the work can be difficult 
to grasp. By the Numbers 
illustrates projects or 
other actions through 
figures that give shape  
to implementation  
and outcomes.

Steigerwald North Gibbons Creek Volunteer Planting

https://www.refuge2020.info/steigerwald-reconnection-project
mailto:hbuehler%40b-e-f.org?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QGc413UiSo
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Policy Update

HAZARD MITIGATION ASSISTANCE (HMA) 
WEBINAR AND SUPPORT

Over $4-billion is available nationally through FEMA 
Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) grants this year! To 
support partners as they compete for this unprecedented 
amount of funding, Floodplains by Design held a Hazard 
Mitigation Workshop on August 10th with over 50 
participants from local jurisdictions, organizations and 
Tribes broadly distributed across  the state.

The workshop took a deep dive into HMA grants 
with an emphasis on FEMA’s new Building Resilient 
Infrastructure for Communities (BRIC) grant program. 
We partnered with Earth Economics, FEMA Region 10, 
and the Washington Emergency Management Division 
(EMD) to provide the most up to date information 
about HMA programs, the application process, scoring 
and ranking criteria, best practices for application 
development, and Benefit-Cost Analysis (BCA) guidance 
for nature-based solutions. 

Following the workshop, Earth Economics worked with 
six partners to help them refine their project ideas and 
prepare pre-applications for BRIC. More than $300-million 
in funding requests were submitted to EMD on September 
7th as a result of this process alone. Tribal applications 
were not included and are due directly to FEMA in 
January. To date, two applicants have been asked to 
move forward. 

If you are still seeking funding for your hazard mitigation 
project do not worry. Washington State recently received 
~$100-million through the federal Major Disaster 
Declaration DR-4481-WA (COVID-19 Pandemic). EMD has 
opened a Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) round 
to access these funds and is encouraging the submission 
of large-scale climate resilience project proposals with 
high dollar values, including those with budgets upwards 
of $30 million. Funding priority for this HMGP round will 
be given to eligible mitigation actions that reduce climate 
change’s long-term risks and impacts on people and 
property, especially climate adaptation proposals that 
reduce or eliminate risks to critical infrastructure and 
community lifelines. 

Pre-applications must be submitted to HMA@mil.
wa.gov by November 30, 2021. More information on this 
opportunity and others can be found here: https://mil.
wa.gov/hazard-mitigation-grants

THE ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS IS 
ENGINEERING WITH NATURE

On September 16th, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
released the International Guidelines on Natural and 
Nature-Based Features for Flood Risk Management. This 
1,000 page report is the product of a 5-year global effort 
to document the best available information concerning 
the conceptualization, planning, design, engineering, 
construction, and maintenance of nature-based 
features to support resilience and flood risk reduction 
for coastlines, bays, and estuaries, as well as river and 
freshwater systems.

Floodplains by Design partners are already leaders 
in integrating nature-based features in flood risk 
management projects. But this guide represents a 
positive step toward increasing alignment between local 
needs and federal regulations.

Steigerwald Gibbons Creek fish salvage.

https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities
https://mil.wa.gov/asset/6120292cd782a
https://mil.wa.gov/asset/6120292cd782a
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/practitioners/lifelines
mailto:HMA%40mil.wa.gov?subject=
mailto:HMA%40mil.wa.gov?subject=
https://mil.wa.gov/hazard-mitigation-grants
https://mil.wa.gov/hazard-mitigation-grants
https://ewn.erdc.dren.mil/?page_id=4351
https://ewn.erdc.dren.mil/?page_id=4351
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•	 $8 billion for Forest Service and Department
of the Interior

•	 $3.5 billion for FEMA’s Flood Mitigation Assistance

•	 $1 billion for FEMA’s Building Resilient Infrastructure 
and Communities (BRIC) grant program

• $500 million for the STORM Act that established
a resilience revolving loan program at FEMA for 
communities to use to invest in mitigating risk 
of disasters.

•	 $216 million over 5 years for Tribal Climate Resilience,
adaptation and community relocation planning, 
design, and implementation of projects which 
address the varying climate challenges facing Tribal 
communities ($130 for community relocation and $86 
M is for climate resilience and adaptation projects).

•	 $89 million for the Puget Sound EPA Geographic Program

•	 $172 million for the Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Fund

• $491 million for NOAA’s Community-based
Restoration Grant Program

• Nearly $500 million for NOAA’s Coastal Resiliency
Grant Program

•	 $1 billion for a new culvert replacement grant program

•	 $216 million for a new Tribal Climate Resilience Program

•	 $500 million for Army Corps of Engineers ecosystem 
restoration projects

•	 $1.6 billion for Dam Safety and Dam Removal programs

•	 $743 million included for hydropower dams to do
environmental improvements

Agencies and communities are bracing for this significant 
increase in funding but when will it finally come is still 
an open question. The bill must still be approved by the 
House and progressives are holding out until they can 
also pass a $1.5 - 3.5 trillion spending bill that would 
transform many of the country’s social safety net through 
the annual budget process. 

A resolution is expected this fall and we keep you 
updated on what this means for Washington floodplains 
as this process progresses.

Steigerwald transplanting wapato salvaged from construction areas.
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STREAMLINED PERMITTING

Q&A with Josh Peters, 
Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
Habitat Program, 
Protection Division Manager

Can you introduce yourself, say a little 
bit about your background, and describe 
your work at WDFW?

I started with WDFW in July after seven years with the 
Department of Natural Resources managing state-
owned aquatic land. Before that, I worked as a county 
planner in the realms of comprehensive planning, 
shoreline management, and transportation. I’m now in 
the Habitat Program as the Protection Division Manager. 
My team supports the agency’s Hydraulic Project 
Approval (HPA) authority with permit processing, policy 
interpretation, and training and guidance for regional 
habitat biologists. We also manage HPA rulemaking 
and permit appeals, plus agencywide support related 
to implementing the State Environmental Policy 
Act (SEPA). Finally, we house the WDFW Oil Spill 
Team, which supports statewide efforts to prevent 
and respond to spills. All these functions fit into our 
mission to protect habitat and complement the work 
of other Habitat Program divisions, including Science, 
Restoration, Ecosystem Services, and Compliance.

What is WDFW’s role in supporting 
streamlined permitting and, specifically 
HB 1382?

Chapter 77.55 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) is 
the statutory basis for the HPA permit authority. With the 
passage of House Bill 1382 in the 2021 legislative session, 
there are now two distinct options for getting an HPA 
for eligible habitat restoration in a streamlined process 

that exempts the project from the need for SEPA review 
and other state and local permits, including a shoreline 
permit under the Shoreline Management Act (SMA). The 
existing Fish Habitat Enhancement Project (FHEP) process 
is outlined at RCW 77.55.181. Because the permit needed 
through the FHEP process is an HPA, WDFW is principally 
the responsible agency. It’s the same situation for the 
new Habitat Recovery Pilot Program, though a newly 
established multiagency permitting team is involved. 
HB 1382 is now codified at RCW 77.55.480, and the only 
state or local permit needed for qualifying projects is the 
HPA (with exceptions related to federal programs). In that 
regard, my agency is responsible for implementation of 
the Habitat Recovery Pilot Program. However, there are 
important roles for tribes, local government, and other 
state agencies in the project review process. Plus, there is 
a list of project sponsors in the law. As qualifying projects 
must be sponsored by those organizations, the broader 
restoration community plays a vital role in this pilot 
program, as well.

What gaps or needs does this new 
streamlined permitting pilot help address?

Only a limited set of project types, mostly in the 
freshwater environment, qualify for the FHEP process. 
The new Habitat Recovery Pilot Program enables a 
streamlined permit process for an expanded suite of 
restoration projects, including more possibilities in the 
marine environment. The pilot program also incorporates 
a project review component for a multiagency permitting 
team that includes the local government with jurisdiction 
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and several state agencies, each of which has a role 
to play in habitat restoration in Washington. The pilot 
program enables vetted and sponsored restoration 
projects to move through the regulatory system in 
expedited fashion, so long as the required procedural 
steps are completed, and concerns related to the 
project’s impacts to public safety, human health, and the 
environment are addressed.

What is the current status update with 
respect to implementation of HB 1382?

The new law went into effect July 25, 2021. WDFW 
is coordinating and collaborating with other state 
agencies, tribes, and restoration partners to implement 
the Habitat Recovery Pilot Program. We’re planning 
outreach and training for local governments and the 
regional Habitat Biologists who issue HPAs. We expect 
to hire staff dedicated to pilot program implementation. 
Although we can’t be certain how many projects will 
be proposed for the Habitat Recovery Pilot Program 
during its four-year period, we’re preparing for a 
significant workload. Meanwhile, proponents are free to 
apply now, once they’ve satisfied the pre-qualification 
requirements in the law, including flood risk reduction 
and cultural resources review.

What does success look like with respect 
to this Pilot Program? In one year’s time? 
In five years?

This is an intriguing question. In a nutshell, a successful 
Habitat Pilot Program will accomplish the intent, as 
expressed in the purpose statement of HB 1382:

The legislature finds that, particularly in times of economic 
hardship, it is in the interest of the citizens and natural 
resources of the state to promote and implement habitat 
restoration projects that have been determined to contribute to 
the recovery of watersheds throughout the state. The legislature 
further finds that habitat recovery projects that contribute to 
the recovery of orca, salmon, steelhead, bull trout, rock fish, 
and other fish species and habitat they rely on are particularly 
valuable. It is the legislature’s intent that these projects 
advance to construction as quickly and efficiently as possible, 
thereby creating jobs and further bolstering the natural 
resources and natural resource economy of Washington.

That said, the bill language itself does not include 
measures of success for the pilot program, nor a process 

to reach a conclusion regarding success or failure. 
My agency is interested in that question, however, 
as I imagine are other state and local agencies, tribal 
governments, the restoration community, and other 
stakeholders. Most of all, perhaps, the legislature will 
want to know whether the pilot program “worked” and, 
potentially, if the program should be extended or made 
a permanent part of the state’s regulatory structure. Our 
primary focus now is to make sure this pilot program gets 
off to a good start. Let’s say that’s the desired outcome for 
year 1. We will be tracking applications throughout the 
pilot, as well as recording observations about individual 
projects as they move through the process. As time 
moves along, we’ll have application data and “stories” to 
share for those who are interested. We’ll know a lot more 
about the results of the pilot program in year 5.

How can the broader ecological 
restoration community learn about 
progress and overall pilot program 
outcomes?

We have a webpage on the WDFW website that dedicated 
to the Habitat Recovery Pilot Program: wdfw.wa.gov/
licenses/environmental/hpa/types/pilot. I would 
encourage interested parties to review information there, 
which is presented in a question-and-answer format. We 
plan to keep that webpage updated during the period of 
the pilot program. I can envision sharing pilot program 
application data in that space. Plus, as noted before, I 
imagine the Washington State Legislature will continue to 
be interested in pilot program progress and outcomes.

If project proponents have questions 
what should they do?

We have set up an email address specific to the Habitat 
Recovery Pilot Program. It’s HPApilotprogram@dfw.
wa.gov. Anyone with any questions can start by sending 
us a message. Project proponents can also inquire with 
the WDFW Habitat Biologist in their respective regions, 
as they would for any other proposal that involves work 
that affects waters of the state. Habitat Biologists will 
confer with my Protection Division team, as needed, for 
applications to be reviewed under the pilot program.

See here for a  brief  FbD overview of streamlined permitting 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa/types/pilot
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa/types/pilot
mailto:HPApilotprogram%40dfw.wa.gov?subject=
mailto:HPApilotprogram%40dfw.wa.gov?subject=
http://www.b-e-f.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/FbD_Streamlined-Permitting_0921.pdf
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Research and Monitoring
Sara Breslow and Robert Warren of the new research and monitoring 
team have developed a plan to create a “Protocol for Assessing 
Paradigm Change in Integrated Floodplain Management.” 

striving to implement IFM, and to what degree social, 
political, and institutional conditions are enabling or 
constraining their work. This protocol proposes priority 
areas of social change including fostering collaboration 
across stakeholders, incorporating climate science in 
project plans and promoting equity and justice in both 
the process and outcomes of floodplain management. 
What priority areas of change are most important to you?

Lower Russell Levee Setback

Stay tuned for  more information and contact Robert 
Warren rwarren@b-e-f.org with ideas or questions. 

A	central	goal	of	the	FbD	program	is	to	change	the	
paradigm	of	floodplain	management	in	Washington.	
In	floodplain	management,	we	are	used	to	measuring	
success	based	on	biophysical	indicators,	such	as	the	
number	of	levees	removed	or	the	acres	of	wetlands	
enhanced.	The	protocol	proposed	here	takes	a	different	
approach,	one	that	looks	at	the	impact	of	the	FbD	
program	and	projects	in	the	large	network	of	people	

Upcoming FbD Webinars

Increasing Efficiency in Permitting Ecological Restoration in Flood Hazard Areas 
A three part webinar series 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/202642357747

1.  Context Setting: Where are we now?
Thursday December 2, 11-12:30

2.  Where might existing systems flex?
Wednesday, December 15, 12:00-1:30

3.  Thinking Outside the Box: Brainstorming new
systems and approaches that meet shared objectives
January 2022, to be scheduled

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/202642357747
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Strategic  
Opportunists

Hold the larger vision in mind •  
Nimble and able to change gears 

quickly • Respond to changes and 
unexpected opportunities • Enable 
and increase local skills • Maintain 

hope of optimism to move 
forward • Rooted  

in creativity 

Integrator — Local, Regional 
and Local-Regional

See and facilitate connections • 
Strengthen networks • Bridge divides 

between people and content • Creatively 
make connections • Build strong 

partnerships • Create feedback loops 
between 30,000 footers and those 

on-the ground • Liaise between 
partners • Maintain 

continuity

Familiar  
Outsiders

Committed to shared outcomes 
• Positioned outside of partnering 

organizations • Familiar with socio-
political dynamics and landscape 

• Nurture empathy • Support 
movement towards integrated

solutions • Safe place to vent 
frustrations and move to 

problem solving

T-shaped 
Individuals 

Hold deep expertise • Endlessly 
curious, Expansive thinking across 

disciplines and interests • Model 
openness and curiosity • Craft 
integrated approaches • Bring 

specific people to the table at the 
right time to maximize their 

time and contribution 

Visionary
Believes in possibilities • Inspires 

improvement pathways in policies, 
programs and investments • Envisions 
achievement of multiple outcomes • 

Sees the values our communities hold 
• Utilizes strengths and resources 

at local and regional levels and 
across sectors and interests 

Integrated Floodplain 
Management 

A commitment to and practice of 
respect, inclusion, reciprocity, listening 
and hearing, and energizing feedback 
loops of timely and relevant dialogue 

may be key to long term success.

Culture and Capacity Brief

KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM STORIES OF INTEGRATED FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT

Building local consensus around actions that achieve salmon recovery, reduce flood risk, increase community resiliency 
and support economic vitality including tribes, the agricultural community, and more,  requires the hearts, minds and 
efforts of people, governments and organizations.
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What was the reflective practice  
of writing this paper like for you?

I think that your question of a reflective practice in and 
of itself is interesting. I think people like me, consultants 
or others working at the local level, are asked frequently 
about lessons learned. We produce a ton of documents, 
report after report. I think my work, at least, has often 
lacked a real reflective process. The reports feel more 
like the processing of passing along a lot of information, 
without actually having a reflective process. 

For me, it felt like a huge honor that Kas encouraged me 
not to produce a report.  Because I actually have file folders 
that say “Another Report.” I feel like we produce all these 
reports and I often don’t know what they do, either for the 
person that writes it or for the people who read it. To me, 
the fact that BEF, and Kas in particular, were supportive of 
what to me felt like a more reflective process was fun. It felt 
fun to write something that actually had a voice. I find the 
standard is to write in a passive voice, a technical voice, like 
things just kind of happened. And because our work is so 
often conflictual and sensitive, we don't often take the time 
or have the opportunity to put into writing the things that 
matter the most.   Vetting takes so much time and energy 
It can take a lot of trust with someone to have them put 
down something that matters. So the fact that I had some 
time over the last few months to have conversations with 
people I have worked with for a long time about what they 
have really learned, and for me to feel like I have enough 
trust with these people and communities that if I mess 
something up or if I hurt somebody’s feelings it doesn’t end 
something feels like a big honor.  Because this work is hard 
and so very important.  Being able to really reflect on what 
I and others have learned really does feel like a worthy task

Being a consultant in particular, I've worked on these 
issues in an interesting progression for 20 years or more, 
and there really isn't a forum or a structure often for people 
in the consultant world, who do a lot of the work, to reflect 
on what they're learning and feed that learning back into 
a broader system outside of short conference talks. And 
some of that may be proprietary, in that consulting firms, 
larger firms want to protect what they've learned and not 
put that out there. But I think there is a missed opportunity 
in what is being learned in the consulting world that often 
gets overlooked and is not really being institutionalized 
into the places where it could be seated. 

What else do you want the FbD 
community to know?

Through trying to write down some of the concepts 
that I've been working in partnership with so many 
others on for twenty years on the longer time horizon 
and seven on a shorter time horizon, it just really brings 
home, once again, that I have the amazing opportunity 
to work with really brilliant people. And the generosity 
of people, the skill of people, the willingness to dig in 
and try different things, it just was a moment to step 
back and appreciate the people and their gifts.  I also 
really feel just how much our community is collectively 
learning. I just haven’t had that many opportunities 
to really step back in my career and say, “how did I get 
here” and “what have I really learned”? 

When I first started working on salmon recovery in 1999, 
there was no real statewide structure in place yet for 
salmon recovery. And that structure was created, and 
now has been in place for more than twenty years. And 
then when I started working on Floodplains by Design, 
very few flood people interacted with salmon recovery 
staff, and now in this fairly short space of time, many 
of the flood people know the fish people and there are 
regular meetings and interactions and shared work. 

It's easy to feel like we're not making progress. Not quick 
enough or great enough or integrated enough, but we’ve 
really built a powerful network of talented people who 
are well positioned to make meaningful things happen. 
I feel like we’re in this place of having people in the 
right position and we need to support them. We need 
to deliver the things they’ve told us over and over again 
that they need. We need to deliver on that. I think it's 
pretty exciting. I think at this moment in time, with Black 
Lives Matter and the Me Too movement and all kinds 
of social justice and environmental justice issues and 
understanding really coming to the forefront of many 
more people's thinking. With climate change and growth 
pressures, with the pandemic, I think it's a time to take a 
step back and revisit how we got here and what we need 
to do differently to have the future a broader and more 
inclusive “we” wants. I think there is a really nice synergy 
with all the work we’ve done so far to use this moment in 
a way that's hopefully very powerful. 

A Conversation Between  
Carol MacIlroy and Hannah Buehler
See full paper- Stories of Integrated Floodplain 
Management: People Relating to Solve Complex
Problems and Shape a Better Future

http://www.b-e-f.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/FbD_Report-0821_FINAL.pdf
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Events, News and Opportunities

Pacific Northwest Region Workshop
Two-day, hands-on innovative InfrastructureNext workshops. 

https://willamettepartnership.org/building-infrastructure-that-builds-
community/

When: Thursday, November 4 & 
Friday, November 5 at 9-11:30 AM PT

ECOLOGY new Floodplain Management Unit 
Supervisor position is now open
Shorelands & Environmental Assistance (SEA) program is looking to hire 
a Floodplain Management Unit Supervisor (WMS Band 1) position. 

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3273046/
floodplain-management-unit-supervisor-wms-band-1

If questions arise contact Jake:  roba461@ECY.WA.GOV

Closes November 19

In the News: Levee setback aims to provide flood 
protection, protect salmon
Representatives	 with	 the	 Jamestown	 S’Klallam	 Tribe	 are	 constructing	 a	
5,000-foot	 long	 Rivers	 Edge	 setback	 levee	 on	 the	 tribe’s	 property	west	 of	
Towne	 Road	 to	 increase	 flooding	 protection	 for	 landowners	 and	 nearby	
properties	and	to	restore	salmon	habitat.

https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/levee-setback-aims-to-
provide-flood-protection-protect-salmon/

In the News: At Gold Basin, a river is moved to 
save endangered salmon
At Gold Basin, a river is moved to save endangered salmon. A landslide had 
been dumping more than 40,000 tons of silt a year into the river. Not anymore.

https://www.heraldnet.com/news/at-gold-basin-a-river-is-moved-to-save-
endangered-salmon/?fbclid=IwAR2BAHkvRvrmOcHFCdb42tHMQROKv822n
4I5t2_L73UFTeuyaDoJTMTyQ9U

Disability Justice in the Floodplain
The US Army Corps of Engineers San Francisco District and the National 
Flood Risk Management Program are excited to present this next 
installment of the “Bridging the Equity Gap: Flood Resilience for the Whole 
Community”. 

https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?
RGID=r8e562ed049e52ad1c742b996479fcfce

November 4, 2021, 11:00-12:15 PST

Share Your Input on Floodplain Projects with 
New Interactive Map
Community Floodplain Solutions (CFS) invites Sky Valley residents and 
landowners to comment on active and potential project areas using a new 
interactive map. Your input will help further project designs along the Lower 
Skykomish River. Use the link below to access the map:

https://mplshdrshared.com/SnoCoCFS/map/

Learn more at www.snohomishcountywa.gov/CFS, call 425-262-2443 or 
email CFS.info@snoco.org.

Drinking Water Providers Partnership
https://geosinstitute.org/initiatives/dwpp/

Applications Are Due January 7, 2022

https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/levee-setback-aims-to-provide-flood-protection-protect-salmon/
https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/levee-setback-aims-to-provide-flood-protection-protect-salmon/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/at-gold-basin-a-river-is-moved-to-save-endangered-salmon/?fbclid=IwAR2BAHkvRvrmOcHFCdb42tHMQROKv822n4I5t2_L73UFTeuyaDoJTMTyQ9U
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/at-gold-basin-a-river-is-moved-to-save-endangered-salmon/?fbclid=IwAR2BAHkvRvrmOcHFCdb42tHMQROKv822n4I5t2_L73UFTeuyaDoJTMTyQ9U
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/at-gold-basin-a-river-is-moved-to-save-endangered-salmon/?fbclid=IwAR2BAHkvRvrmOcHFCdb42tHMQROKv822n4I5t2_L73UFTeuyaDoJTMTyQ9U
https://mplshdrshared.com/SnoCoCFS/map/
http://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/CFS
mailto:CFS.info%40snoco.org?subject=
https://geosinstitute.org/initiatives/dwpp/
https://willamettepartnership.org/building-infrastructure-that-builds-community/
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?RGID=r8e562ed049e52ad1c742b996479fcfce
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3273046/floodplain-management-unit-supervisor-wms-band-1

